HOME LEARNING POLICY

There are many different ways teachers and parents can work together to provide a sound education for their children. Home learning is one of those ways.  Parents can help by:

	Listening to their children's reading

Showing interest in the days activities
Providing the appropriate setting if written work is required
Being supportive and interested in work brought home or questions asked by the children

Home learning is a means of focusing the parent's interest in the child's education.  It should be seen in a positive light.  It should be a short but productive period for the parent and child to discuss an area of interest. At Balmedie we have agreed that at the start of the session, each class teacher will inform parents about the home learning requirements for the year. This will give a general idea of time, expectations and content of tasks. Home learning is valuable for a number of reasons:
	consolidation of work done in school,

an opportunity for parental involvement with their child,
a good habit to adopt,
	learning at home is necessary for any success in formal examinations.  If studying at home has not become a habit by the time the pupil leaves primary school, she/he may experience difficulties when adapting to life at the Academy.

Children have Home Learning Diaries, which record their home learning tasks. Please use this as a means of communicating any problem to the teacher likewise if the child is doing well praise should be given. Draw a ‘smiley face’ or write ‘well done!’ Children are also given folders to keep their reading and home learning safe and easily organised. At busy and tiring times of the year home learning will be reduced to prevent pupils becoming overtired and stressed. 

As a general guide -
In PI we would expect about 15 minutes per night spent on the consolidation of reading, and words already done in class. 
In P2-3 we would expect about 15 minutes per night spent on the consolidation of reading, and words already done in class and some written tasks
In P4-7 we would expect about 20-30 minutes.  Home learning tasks might consist of reading, spelling, number work, sentences or research.

If home learning tasks become non-productive and stressful please contact school.


